Does family functioning affect outcome in children with neurological disorders?
Children with neurological disorders are at increased risk of poor psychological and social adjustment. Medical factors are insufficient to explain the individual variation in outcome, so family variables have been considered. This review evaluates studies which have investigated the effect of family functioning on outcome in children with traumatic brain injuries, epilepsy and other neurological disorders. Methodological problems include the cross-sectional nature of many studies and inadequate control for confounding variables. There is good evidence that family functioning influences behavioural adjustment and adaptive functioning after traumatic brain injury. The role of family functioning in epilepsy and other neurological disorders requires further investigation. The development of effective interventions to improve family functioning may lead to important clinical benefits for children and their families.